








4. DETERIORATION PROBLEMS

Most of the monuments suffered considerable deterioration as a result of devastation,
abandonment and exposure to weather conditions. Basilica of St. Achillius was abandoned in
the 15" ¢. and gradually fell into ruins. In the same category belong Dodeka Apostole church
and St. Demetnus which both are ruins. Small size churches were gradually abandoned in the
middle of the 19" ¢. and onwards, when a great number of three aisles basilicas of large
dimensions were built to respond to contemporary needs. Deteriorated roof coverings would
let rain waters enter the roof. Timber structure of the roof was damaged, causing additional
structural problems to stone masonry.

Man action was in some cases particularly destructive, as in the case of St. Nicolas in Pili,
where the dome was demolished in order for its materials to be reused, during the 2d world
war In the case of St, Yermanos, a three aisles basilica of large dimensions was built in the
19" ¢. in touch to its western fagade. In 1930s its facades, with interesting tile decoration,
were plastered and later its floor was covered with cement. The church of Panaghia Porphira
monastery was bombarded during the second world war and its mural painted northern wall,
dated from the beginning of the 16" ¢. was collapsed. The church was restored in 1954.
Fragments of those frescoes were found in 1998, in touch to the rebuilt north wall, during
excavation works.

Aging was another serious cause of decay in combination to all factors above and particularly
in cases of poor building materials, such as mud mortars. Weathered mortars, followed by
loss of adhesion to stones, local masonry destruction, rotten wood and loose timber joints,
cracks and deformations on masonry were some of the most common problems that appeared
on the superstructure.

5. METHODOLOGICAL APPROACH

Most of the Byzantine and post-Byzantine monuments of Prespa district have undergone
many alterations and renovations throughout the centuries, so that they are adapted to the
needs of the period. Most of those alterations are of historic value as well, because they add
important information to our knowledge about the history of the region. Therefore, before and
during restoration works, full documentation was carried out. This included architectural
drawings of the present condition, relevant historic and archival evidence, history of the
phases of construction, detailed site investigation, archaeological excavations and detailed
photographs. The purpose was to distinguish, investigate, date, if possible, and evaluate the
different structural phases and their characteristics for each building. Comparative and
parallel work to different monuments at the same time was decisive. This would not only help
to broaden knowledge about the past, but also affect the decision making for the new
interventions and preserve, if possible, old technologies.

Furthermore, visual inspection of each monument in parts and as a whole was made and every
defect was recorded, so that their structural behavior and the causes of their decay could be, if
possible, fully understood. This would lead to the possible minimization of interventions, so
that a great deal of the authenticity and consequently of the historic value of each monument
would be preserved.






room annex to the basilica, used for everyday rather than liturgical purposes, as Dr M.
Paisidou, archaeologist, claims.

The conservation of the existing structure contained extended pointing of joints at a depth of
approximately 5cm to prevent further deterioration and to protect the original mortar behind
it. All concrete or mortar caps on top of the walls, built to protect them from rainwater, were
removed, as they were not effective and, they caused deterioration on the masonry below. A
sacrifice layer of stone masonry was built instead, where waterproof material was added to its
mortar, to increase its resistance to water penetration.

Limited rebuilding for structural reasons was carried out in the northern row of pillars, while
in 1989 the two doorway arches between the diaconicon and the nave had also been rebuilt for
static reasons. At the east part of the northern row of pillars two pillars have been preserved
almost in full height and between them one more at a lower height. The north part of the
sanctuary has also been preserved at a large height, while all connecting arches had been
destroyed. In 1899 this part of the monument was still standing complete, with all arches in
place, as two photographs taken by Miljukov at that time show. In the mid - sixties,
photographs taken during the excavation works show that on one pier the genesis of the upper
arches was still in place. During the recent restoration, traces of lower row of arches were
only saved to the two taller piers. Those traces, together with the old photographs, gave
enough information for a safe reconstruction of the lower row of arches. A concrete slab,
constructed in the sixties for stability reasons, was removed and three arches were rebuilt.
Finally the floor has been repaired in parts by removing the stone slabs, stiffening the soil
underneath at a horizontal level and repositioning the slabs at the same place. The destroyed
parts were completed with sand - gravel.

St. Demetrios.

St. Demetrios is positioned on the island of St. Achillius and is also preserved in ruins. This
small church has been the object of extensive intervention. The extent of the damage it has
suffered has created considerable uncertainty about its original form and the history of its
construction. While the excavation work carried out in 1995 by Professor N. Moutsopoulos
unearthed the perimeter of the building, previously buried under an accumulation of foliage
and rubble, it did not, however, provide much additional information. The iconography of the
monument dates from the 14th century, and has been used as a reference point for the dating
of the building itself. Current indications, however, suggest that an older church once
occupied this site, parts of which were preserved when the present building was erected in the
14th century.

The century’ s exposure of the ruins to weather conditions caused bad damage and the
superstructure left was ready to collapse. Parts of the sanctuary and the south wall were
preserved at a larger height. A photograph taken by S. Pelekanidis, archaeologist, in 1950s
showed a larger part of the sanctuary and the small window on it. Detailed measurements on
site together with the photograph permitred a pretty safe reconstruction of the window of the
sanctuary. Parts of the sanctuary apse, including its window, the southern wall and the
partition wall between the narthex and the nave were rebuilt, in order to be connected together
and be stabilized. A concave moulding set into the masonry distinguishes the original
construction from the addition. Furthermore, the existing masonry was carefully repointed,
and, where necessary, mortar was injected to fill gaps and tie the whole together. The rest
masonry of the building was at foundation height. It was also repointed and a sacrifice stone
layer was built above, to protect it from rainwater, in the same way to the basilica of St.
Achillius. The rehabilitation of the interior, which was excavated right down to the rock,
required the addition of earth material, stiffened and covered with graduated sand-gravel.
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